DISEASE   AND   SOCIAL   LIFE

American disease could best be cured by a drug that came from
overseas. Guaiac was the favorite remedy of the physicians who
had also become interested in the new disease. The treatment by
inunction was a dirty and brutal method, good for surgeons who
treated the common people but not for learned doctors. The
Renaissance had a very sober, matter-of-fact attitude towards
syphilis, which it considered a painful affliction, but not basically
different from other diseases. The venereal patient was neither
better nor worse than other men.

The attitude of the upper classes towards syphilis became de-
cidedly frivolous in the siecle galant. The symptoms were appar-
ently less acute and the treatment was improved when mercury
was given in pills. In a century of great sexual licentiousness syphi-
lis was taken as an unavoidable little accident. It was the cavalier's
disease, the wounds caused by the darts of Venus which Mercury,
however, cured. Jokes were made and little songs were written
about it.

Conditions changed radically with the rise of the middle class.
A new attitude toward syphilis developed in the course of the
18th century, to become dominant in the 19th century. The mid-
dle class from its very beginning condemned sexual licentiousness
and emphasized the sanctity of the family. Virtue, or at least the
appearance of it, was demanded from its members. By adopting
such an attitude the bourgeoisie claimed to be better than the
nobility and therefore entitled to power. But it also endeavored to
compensate for the ruthlessness of the economic system that it was
constructing on the ruins of feudalism.

Venereal diseases are usually acquired in extra-marital inter-
course. The victim, therefore, was marked as a licentious indi-
vidual, as one who had broken the rules. He was disgraced, and his
family keenly felt the stigma. Syphilis and gonorrhoea were not or-
dinary diseases. They were shameful, not to be mentioned aloud,
and certainly not in good society. The young man who after a spree
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